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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 


CoMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
Washington, March 9, 1956. 
Hon. Ou1n E. Treacue, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. CHAIRMAN: Herewith are copies of a report of survey 
conducted by the General Accounting Office pursuant to your request 
in letter of October 20, 1955, that a survey be made of the iinancial 
status of a representative grouping of dependent parents carried on 
the death compensation rolls of the Veterans’ Administration. 

The report shows the incomes from all sources, except compensation 
to the parents for the service-connected death of the related veteran, 
and the net worths of 1,600 cases comprising 2,072 dependent parents 
on the rolls of the Veterans’ Administration in October 1955. The 
report also relates the financial information to, and shows the applica- 
tion and effect of, governing laws and VA Regulations, and shows 
pertinent other findings. 

I trust this information will be of assistance to your committee 
and should you desire further information we will be pleased to furnish 
it upon request. 

The cooperation and assistance of the Administrator of Veterans’ 
Affairs in this survey was very helpful and greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 
JOSEPH CAMPBELL, 
Comptroller General of the United States. 
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UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE 
OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS 


Report No. I-19109 


REPORT OF SURVEY OF THE FINANCIAL CONDITION OF 
DEPENDENT PARENTS IN RECEIPT OF COMPENSATION 
FOR SERVICE-CONNECTED DEATH OF A SERVICEMAN 
OR VETERAN 


INTRODUCTION 


The chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, House of Repre- 
sentatives, by letter dated October 20, 1955, requested a survey be 
made of a representative grouping of dependent parents, carried on 
the death compensation rolls of the Veterans’ Administration, to de- 
termine their financial status. The names and addresses of depend- 
ent parents and other requested information were furnished by the 
Veterans’ Administration. 

The survey was started on November 15, 1955, and covered 1,600 
of about 250,500 cases of dependent parents located throughout the 
United States. The results are shown in this report. 


BACKGROUND—PRESENT LAws AND VA REGULATIONS 


As of September 30, 1955, there were 331,468 dependent parents, 
219,520 mothers, and 111,948 fathers, in receipt of compensation for 
the service-connected death of a serviceman or veteran. The 331,468 
surviving parents constitute 250,473 cases ,since 2 surviving parents 
receiving compensation were considered as 1 case. 

The number of surviving dependent parents, and the number of 1- 
and 2-dependent-parent cases, as of September 30, 1955, covering 
wartime and peacetime service, were as follows: 


TaBLeE No. 1.—Surviving dependent parent(s) of deceased servicemen or veterans as 
of Sept. 30, 1955 











Total Number of 1-dependent- 7 
a number parent cases ——— 
zs of de- a ; 2 c 

chdent | Pendent ee 
nee parent I 
parents | Gasegi | Mother | Father Total cases 

Spanish-American War-.--------- one baal 13 13 12 1 fl Eee 
cn anh x ve oeiecdaienueeebemaelia 21, 310 20, 323 16, 243 3, 093 19, 336 987 
va {pint aia aint g wai coats baaione > 163 | 196, pa - 780 24,611 | 130,391 66, 386 
SUNOS dnnntdccinedentcacceuvedad , 530 24,3 , 083 2, 123 13, 206 11, 162 
FORGO GIT VIGSG Sanses a. < cccsnccccscennns 11, 452 8, 992 5, 407 1, 125 6, 532 2, 460 
We Oisatccgeas ckuedeoseencesenee sce 331, 468 250, 473 138, 525 30, 953 169, 478 80, 995 


1 Where 2 surviving dependent parents receive compensation it is considered 1 case. 

2 Includes cases where the service-connected death of the veteran resulted from extra hazardous service, 
service under conditions simulating war, etc., entitling the dependent parent(s) to death compensation at 
wartime service rates, (Public Law 868, 80th Cong., July 1, 1948.) 
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2 SURVEY OF FINANCIAL STATUS OF DEPENDENT PARENTS 


Under the present laws and VA Regulations compensation is pay- 
able to the dependent parent(s) ' of any deceased person who died 
as the result of injury or disease incurred in, or aggravated in, line of 
duty in active military or naval service during war or peacetime 
service.2, The dependent parents are entitled to receive death com- 
pensation at the following monthly rates: 


Wartime | Peacetime 








service | service 
1-dependent parent. , $75 | $60 
2-dependent parents (eac h)_- , } ake. ; 7 ie..o8 40 32 





This compensation continues during dependency whether depend- 
ency arises prior or subsequent to the death of the veteran on whose 
account the benefit is payable. 

To receive death compensation the dependent parent files an ap- 
plication with the Veterans’ Adminstration (exhibit 1) showing certain 
data relating to the deceased veteran, and information of the parent’s 
income, assets, liabilities, and expenses. 

In determining whether the parent(s) is dependent, the regulations 
of the VA provide: 


(1) Dependency will be held to exist if the father or mother of the veteran 
does not have an income sufficient to provide reasonable maintenance for such 
father or mother and members of his or her family under legal age and for de- 
pendent adult members of the family if the dependency of such adult member 
results from mental or physical incapacity. ‘Reasonable maintenance’’ includes 
not only housing, food, clothing, and medical care sufficient to sustain life, but 
such items beyond the bare necessitie s, and as well as other requirements reason- 
ably necessary to provide those conveniences and conforts of living suitable 
to and consistent with the parents’ reasonable mode of life. * * * (38 C. F. R. 
3.57 (a)). 

(2) In addition to considering income of a father or mother, consideration will 
be given to the corpus of such claimant’s estate if under all the circumstances 
it is reasonable that the same or some part thereof be sold and the proceeds 
consumed for the claimant’s maintenance (38 C. F. R. 3.57 (b) (4)). 

(3) A prima facie case of dependency is made when the monthly income “from 
sources proper to consider’’ does not exceed— 

(a) $105 ($1,260 annual) for a mother or father (not living together) ; 

(b) $175 ($2,100 annual) for a mother and father (living together) ; 

(c) plus $45 ($540 annual) for each additional member of the family 
under legal age and for dependent adult members of the family whom the 
father or mother is under moral or legal obligation to support. 

“Sources proper to consider’ in determining the amount of income are 
defined by regulations of the Veterans’ Administration,’ as follows: 

(i) net income from property owned, or business operated by the 
mother or father; 

(ii) earnings of the mother or father and other members of their 
family under legal age; 

(iii) actua) contributions of any character to the family expenses by 
the adult members; 

(iv) so-called social security benefits, i. e., old age assistance and old 
age and survivor’s insurance; 

(v) family allowances received pursuant to Public Law 351, 81st 
Congress, as amended. 

In addition to defining the sources of income to be considered, the regulations 
of the Veterans Administration also provide that amounts received from certain 





1 Parent is defined as father, mother, father through adoption, mother through adoption, and persons 
who have stood in loco parentis to a member of the military or naval forces at any time prior to entry into 
active service for a period not less than 1 year (88 U. 8. C., ch. 12A, Veterans’ Regulations). 

238 U.S. C. 722, 725, 727, ch. 12A, Veterans Regulations No. la and 10. 

8VA Regulation 1057, 38 C. F. R. 3.57 (b) (1). 
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other sources, such as VA payments, “will be disregarded’’ in determining 
dependency.‘ 

PuRPOSE AND Scope OF SURVEY 


The purpose of the survey is to determine the financial status of a 
representative grouping of dependent parents in receipt of compensa- 
tion for the service-connected death of a serviceman or veteran and to 
relate the financial information to, and show the application and effect 
of, governing laws and VA Regulations. 

The survey covers 2,072 dependent parents, reported as 1,600 cases 
as follows: 1,003 cases of 1 dependent parent (875 mothers, 128 
fathers); 472 cases of 2 dependent parents living together; and 125 
cases of 1 dependent parent and spouse (73 dependent mothers and 
52 dependent fathers). 

These cases were picked at random without knowledge of the 
parents’ income, net worth, or family status. 

Sixty-eight percent (1,091 cases) of the parents surveyed were living 
in urban areas and 32 percent (509 cases) were living in rural areas. 
Rural areas, as used in this survey, are those communities located 
outside the metropolitan area of a city, and communities with a 
population under 2,500. 

Information was obtained of incomes, net worths, and family status 
in all cases. The dependent parent(s) was interviewed (except in a 
few cases where illness prevented) and his or her reported income 
verified. 
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FINDINGS 


parents surveyed, comprising 1,600 cases, are shown by case category 
as follows: 
(1) One-dependent-parent cases—as where one parent survives 
and claims dependency, and was receiving compensation; °® 
(2) Two-dependent-parent cases—as where both parents sur- 
vive, were living together, each claim dependency, and each re- 
ceived compensation; and 
(3) One-dependent-parent and spouse cases—as where the 
dependent parent receiving compensation had remarried; or 
where both parents survive but only one was receiving compensa- 
tion. 
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A. INCOME—CALENDAR YEAR 1954 (EXCLUSIVE OF DEATH COMPENSATION) 


1. One-dependent-parent cases 


There were 1,003 one-dependent-parent cases (875 mothers and 128 
fathers) surveyed. The survey shows, in brief, that over 18 percent 
had no 1954 income; 62 percent had income from all sources (exclusive 
of VA death compensation) not exceeding $1,260; and the remaining 
19 percent had incomes from $1,261 to $4,888. 


438C. F.R.3.57(b) (3). “In determining dependency, amour-ts received from the following named sources, 
by the father or mother or other member of the family, will be disregarded, viz, (i) as designated beneficiary 
it or otherwise of any insurance under the War Risk Insurance Act, the World War Veterans’ Act, 1924, as 
amended, or the National Service Life Insurance Act or any amendments to either; (ii) any pension or 
compensation under laws administered by the Veterans’ Administration: (iii) benefits under the World 
War Adjusted Compensation Act or the Adjusted Compensation Payment Act. or any amendments to 
either’ (iv) the 6-month pay made to the designated beneficiary thereof pursuant to 10 U. 8. C. 903, 903 (a) 
and 456: 34 U. S. C. 943, 944 and 855c-2; (v) payments pursuant to Mustering-Out Payment Act, 1944, 
Public Law 225. 78th Cong.; (vi) donations or assistance from charitable sources; (vii) payments of service- 
men’s indemnity under Public Law 23, 82d Cong.; (viii) annuities received under the Uniformed Services 
Contingency Option Act of 1953 * * *.” 
5 The 1-parent cases include 6 cases where both the mother and father were receiving compensation but 
were not living together. Each parent is considered as a separate case in this category. 


The incomes for the calendar year 1954 of the 2,072 dependent 
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4 SURVEY OF FINANCIAL STATUS OF DEPENDENT PARENTS 


The following summary table shows the income ranges of the 1,003 
one-parent cases, together with information as to the number of such 
parents who had minor children or other dependents: 


TaBLe No. 2.—Income range, calendar year 1954, 1,003 one-dependent-parent cases 























| 

Number of cases Percent Number | Number | Number 
Total income range (death —! of 1.003 without | with1 | with 2or 
compensation excluded) ! or depend- | depend- | more de- 
| Mother | Father | Total — ents ent | pendents 
bacon s calipenditebib nibs soil panna en seeiommemne 
PEGE 52055525. nteadocs= | 156 30 186 18. 544 176 5 5 

From— 

OS OD ORs oe ccéscdces ul. 546 73 619 61. 715 562 45 12 
$1,261 to $1,800... ..........- 97 13 110 | 10. 967 102 4 4 
$1,801 to $2,340____- ; 44 4 | 48 4. 786 37 Q 2 
$2,341 to $2,880__._._- cen 17 3 20 | 1, 994 | 13 4 3 
$2,881 to $3,420. .........- 12 4 16 | 1. 595 9 4 3 
$3,421 to $3,960. _.___- 2 te ase 2 | . 199 1 |.. j 1 

a iecaytileendsa Sail Etna ; 1 . 100 Di Rcaicaneenes Anebniedten 
Ticks cae ila tiiniaiaiae 1 | 1 | . 100 | tal, ea eaiasies 
SD, natanatckeaiedaasd 875 128} 1,003 | 100.000 | 902 71 30 




















1 Death compensation paid to dependent parents for the service-connected death of 1 son is excluded in 
determining this income. Death compensation for other sons or a spouse is included in the income. 

Norte.—The initial income range of $1,260 or less, and subsequent range increases of $540 is used since in 
1-parent cases if the annual income is $1,260 or less (computed as VA Regulations prescribe, see pp. 2 and 3 
of this report) the parent is presumptively dependent; the $1,260 limitation is increased $540 for each minor 
child or other dependents of the parent. Based on these income limitations there were 819 cases of pre- 
sumed dependency (see table No. 5, p. 6). 


2. Two-dependent-parent cases 

There are 472 two-dependent-parent cases (944 parents) included 
in the survey. The survey shows, in brief, that about 4 percent had 
no 1954 income; 69 percent had income from all sources (exclusive of 
VA death compensation) not exceeding $2,100; and the remaining 27 
percent had combined incomes from $2,101 to $7,026. 

The following summary table shows the ranges of combined in- 
come of the mother and father of the 472 two-dependent-parent 
cases, together with information as to the number of such cases where 
the parents had minor children or other dependents: 


TaBLe No. 3.—Income range, calendar year 1954, 472 2-dependent-parent cases 




















| fe Pot ’ , 
— ne, Sana a | Percent of | without ar Nv ane 
cluded) Se x 7 aoe | 472cases | depend- | depend- | depend- | more de- 
Pe ents ent ents pendents 
RRR asks ccc ececccceost 20 | 4, 237 | 19 | 8 Roncedlenieh ctelinnveaswstuaii 
From— | | 
a 324 | 68. 644 243 | 41 22 18 
$2,101 to $2,640_-.....__.--| 47 | 9. 958 | 33 | 7 2 5 
$2,641 to $3,180_-.....-----| 35 | 7.415 | 24 5 5 1 
$3,181 to $3,720__--_-- ----| 24 | 5.085 | 16 | 7 Ph backs 
$3,721 to $4,260... -.-------| 10 | 2.119 5 | DB heeseccsnche 2 
$4,261 to $4,800... ....-----| 3 . 635 | 1 . ; 1 1 
$4,801 to $5,340---- ead 4 | . 847 | 1 | Ri ete t act 2 
RE eiciccgcoeecu. ceomnee 1 | SEE Diicsceitnsng ih Gnid alma msnke-coscet cacao ems | 1 
I i Saarinen , ~~ 1 | pl ccews Piast wit. 
ci tersmncedcbiod ae 1 . 213 |.. DA ee eent eras | Scaeaeettens 
FIN... on --nsnccovns-osee=s| 1 | . 212 |. ah ey cid ctebeetaeped 
RE ee | 472 | 100.000 | 343 | 67 | 31 | 31 
| | 





1 Death compensation paid to dependent parents for the service-connected death of 1 son is excluded in 
determining this income. Death compensation for other sons or a spouse is included in the income. 


NotTe.—The initial income range of $2,100 or less, and subsequent range increases of $540 is used since in 
2-parent cases if the annual income is $2,100 or less (computed as VA Regulations prescribe, see pp. 2 and 3 
of this report) the parent is presumptively dependent; the $2,100 limitation is increased $540 for each minor 


child or other dependents of the parent. Based on these income limitations there were 369 cases of pre- 
sumed dependency (see table No. 5, p. 6). 
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3. One-dependent-parent and spouse cases 


In this category of 125 one-dependent-parent and spouse cases 
are 105 cases where the dependent parent had remarried and 20 cases 
where both parents survive but only 1 parent received death compen- 
sation. The combined income ranges of the dependent parent and 
spouse are shown in table 4 below and the separate income ranges of 
the dependent parent and his or her spouse are shown in tables 4—A 
and 4-B, respectively. 

The following summary table shows the combined income ranges 
for the calendar year 1954 for the 125 dependent-parent and spouse 
cases: 


TaBLE No. 4.—Combined income, calendar year 1954; 125 one-dependent-parent 
and spouse cases 


Combined income range Percent Combined income range Percent 
(death compensation ye pny of 125 (death compensation Number | “of 125 
excluded)! cases excluded)! cases 
pee? v 5.6 || From— 

From— $3, 421 to $3,960__........- 3 2.4 
i Sas Bases 56 44.8 $3,961 to $4,500............ 5 4.0 
$1,261 to $1,800............ 23 18.4 $4,501 to $5,040. _......... 3 2.4 
SiO te $8360...........- ll 8.8 se ret citieenmnc 1 8 
$2,341 to $2,880...........- 12 9.6 —--, —__- — 
$2/881 to $3,420.........-. 4 3.2 Pe iacccuhadantneens 125 | 100.0 


1Death compensation paid to dependent parents for the service-connected death of 1 son is excluded 
in determining this income. Death compensation for other sons or a spouse is included in the income. 


The survey of the 125 dependent-parent and spouse cases shows, in 
brief, that 18 percent of the dependent parents had no income; 65 per- 
cent had income from all sources (exclusive of VA death compensation) 
not exceeding $1,260; and the remaining 17 percent had incomes rang- 
ing from $1,261 to $4, 113. The following summary table shows the 
ranges of income for the calendar year 1954 for the 125 dependent 
parents, together with information as to the number of such parents 
who had minor children or other dependents: 


Tasie No. 4-A.—I ncome range, calendar year 1954, 125 dependent parents of 125 
parent-spouse cases 


Number of parents 


Income range (death com- P of cme en ry se e 
pensation excluded)! Depend- | Depend- cases depend- | depend- | more de- 
ent ent Total ents ent pendents 


mother father 


tee ist. kV eu 4 8 22 17.6 12 8 2 
rom— 
$1 to $1,260................. 50 31 81 64.8 28 39 4 
$1,261 to $1,800.....-....-.. 6 7 13 10.4 6 5 2 
$1,801 to $2;340............. 3 2 5 4.0 2 ee 
$2'341 to $2,880.............|---------- 2 2 ie 1 i 
ee 1 1 2S aOR anh 
ee ee 1 1 a eo. ae i 
Total... 73 | 52 | 125} 100.0 48 7 20 


1Death compensation paid to Sone parents for the service-connected death of 1 son is excluded 


in determining this income. Death compensation for other sons or a spouse is included in the income. 


NotTEe.—Based on the income limitation of $1,260, plus $540 for each dependent of the parents, there were 
111 cases of presumed dependency (see table No. 5, p. 6). 
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6 SURVEY OF FINANCIAL STATUS OF DEPENDENT PARENTS 


As to the separate incomes of the 125 spouses, the survey shows 
(a) 42 percent had no income, (6) 37 percent had i income not exceeding 
$1,260, and (c) the remaining 21 percent had incomes ranging from 
$1,261 to $4,742 as indicated in the following table: 


Tasie No. 4—B.—Income range, calendar year 1954, 125 spouses of 125 dependent- 
parent: and epouse cases 








| Number | Percent of 
| spouses | 125 cases 


Number | Percent of 


jot spouses 125 cases Income range 


Income range 
\] 


= 
i 
| 
| 


| 

From— From— | | 
No income 52 41.6 $3,421 to $3,960 am 4 3.2 
$1 to $1,260 46 36.8 $3,961 to $4,500_. oe 2 | 1.6 
$1,261 to $1,800__-.. i 9 7.2 $4,742 .s 8 
$1,801 to $2,340 4 3.2 _ ———E 
$2,341 to $2,880____ se 4 3.2 otal 125 | 100. 0 

$2,881 to $3,420___. 3 2.4 

| 


A case-by-case analysis of the financial and family status of the 
1,600 dependent-parent cases is shown in exhibit 2. 


B. EFFECT OF VA REGULATIONS UPON INCOME IN’ CREA TING CASES OF 
‘““PRESUMPTIVE DEPENDENCY’ 


The foregoing tables of income ranges reflect all the income of de- 
pendent parents except income (compensation) received from the 
Veterans’ Administration for the dealth of the related veteran. Under 
VA Regulations, in determining if dependency exists, certain income is 
disregarded (see footnote 4, p.3). If the income which VA Regula- 
tions disregards 1s deducted from the incomes of the dependent parents, 
it follows that the individual income would be correspondingly re- 
duced. This in turn would increase the number of presumptive 
dependents to the extent the amount deducted operates to place the 
particular case in a “presumptive dependency” classification. ‘Pre- 
sumptive dependency” e >*xists in i-dependent-parent cases if the annual 
income “proper to consider’? does not exceed $1,260, and in 2-de- 
pendent-parent cases if the combined annual income does not exceed 
$2,100; plus an additional allowance of $540 for minor children or other 
dependents of the parents. 

As related to the incomes of dependent parents in tables 2, 3, and 
4—A, the following table shows the effect upon “presumptive de- 
pendency” of disregarding the items of income authorized to be 
disregarded by VA Regulations. 


TasLte No. 5.—‘‘Presumptive dependency’’ before and after deduction of income 
items authorized to be disregarded by VA peer 


Presumed depend- | Presumed depend- | 
ency before de- ency after de- Difference 
ductions ductons | 
Type of cases | 











| | 

| Number | p,... Number | p,, | Number ‘ 

| of cases | Percent | ‘of cases Percent | of cases Percent 
one ee ee ee a a a 
1-dependent-parent cases—1,003 cases _ - 819 | 81.7 | 937 | 93.4 | 118 +11.7 
2-dependent-parent cases—472 cases. 369 | 78. 2 | 424 89. | 55 +11.6 
1-dependent-parent and syoune cases—125 | j 

cases..... iiertainonite toda nile genesis amine 111 88.8 | 122 97.6 ll +8.8 


6 The effect of deducting from the parents’ incomes, the amounts of VA menatenie authorized to be dis- 
regarded by VA Regulations, is shown, according to income ranges, by exhibits 3, 4, and 5 
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C. NET WORTH OF DEPENDENT PARENTS 


In addition to considering income of the mother or father of the 
deceased veteran in determining the parent’s dependency, VA Regu- 
lations provide that ‘consideration will be given to the corpus of such 
claimants’ estate if under all the circumstances it is reasonable that the 
same or some part thereof be sold and the proceeds consumed for the 
claimants’ maintenance.’’’ The Veterans’ Administration informs us 
the the corpus element applies only in “rare and isolated cases,” and 
when the claimant is on and has substantial cash or other liquid 
assets, or substantial real estate holdings. 

The net worth of the dependent parents, as determined in this sur- 
vey, includes all real property, and all personal property, except: 
household furniture, personal clothing and jewelry, cash value of life 
insurance, or any item having a value less than $100. All liabilities 
were deducted, except those for food, clothing, and furniture. Our 
investigators verified the net worths reported by the parents if the 
amounts appeared unreasonable. 

The net worth of the dependent parents (2,072) in the 1,600 cases 
surveyed is classified into dollar ranges as follows: 


TABLE No. 6.—Net worth ranges, 1,600 dependent-parent cases 


Number of cases 


Net worth ranges 


1 depend- 2 depend 














on Percent Percent Percent 
Total : ent y ent - 
| | of 1,600 | parent ! | of 1,128 parents of 472 
ato ek WON ao die cen inccines de | 524 32.7 | 447 39.6 | 77 16.3 
ES eae eee ae ere 632 39.5 | 437 38.7 | 195 | 41.3 
$5,001 to $10,000_- iadart téaansnusaiede 304 19.0 | 173 | 15.3 | 131 27.8 
SUN 0 MIN cnc ccmdvevcescucens 93 | 5.8 | 43 | 38 | 50 | 10.6 
$15,001 to $20,000..-- 2. ecto dan ty 34 | 2.1 | 20 | 1.8 | 14 | 3.0 
$20,001 to $25,000........-..-.-..---------- 6 | 4] 4 | 4] 2 .4 
See eet 00 SERS Metis sem csccipbansiahs 4) .2 1| a-a 3. 6 
ee... 1 | 11 1| 1] 4 
S65 O08... .-:.... 1 | 1 1 | «bd 
SER nc cscecdaacudastanweperdcconenns 1 | a 1 | a e 
ee | 1,600 ™ 100.0 | 1,128) 100. 0 | 472 | 100.0 





1 Includes the Commitee parents’ net worth in the 125 1-dependent-parent and spouse cases. 


Of the 125 dependent-parent and spouse cases surveyed, 88 spouses 
had no net worth; 29 had net worth of less than $5,000; and 5 had net 
worths between $6,000 and $8,000. In the remaining 3 cases, 1 
dependent parent had no net worth but her spouse had a net worth of 
$15,415; in the other 2 cases the dependent parents’ net worth was 
$6,371 and $7,042, whereas, the spouses’ net worth was $10,150 and 
$21,500, respectively. 


D. AGE OF THE DEPENDENT PARENTS 


The ages of the 2,072 dependent parents at the time of survey 
ranged from 39 to 93 vears. The age groups and the number of cases 
in each group are as follows: 


738 OC. F. R. 3.57 (b) (4). 








8 SURVEY OF FINANCIAL STATUS OF DEPENDENT PARENTS 


TABLE No. 7.—Age range at time of survey of dependent parents 











| Number of | | Number of 
dependent— dependent— 
Years of age ce oe | Total | Years of age ee | Total 
Mothers | Fathers | Mothers Fathers 
| | } | 
From From 
39 to 40. 3 | 1 | 4 || 71 to 75. _.- 160 116 276 
41 to 45 | 27 4 | 31 76 to 80 89 | 71 160 
46 to 50 51 | 6 | 57 81 to 85 66 | 29 95 
51 to 55. -_-. 156 34 190 86 to 90 30 | 14 44 
56 to 60 | 246 | 79 | 325 | 91 to 93_- | 3 5 8 
61 to 65___- 322 138 460 || (| 
66 to 70... 265 | 154 419 | SOU dowaen 1, 418 | 651 | 1 2, 069 
! 


1 The ages of 3 parents were not obtained, 


The ages of the dependent parents at the time of award of death 
compensation, computed on the basis of the number of years the 
dependent parent stated the compensation had been received, ranged 
from 31 to 87 years. The age groups and the number of cases in each 
group are as follows: 


TABLE No. 8.—Age range at time of award of death compensation to dependent parents 


Number of Number of 
| dependent— dependent 
Total Years of age a Total 


Years of age apiiasdbalamintastinaibhiil 
Mothers Fathers | Mothers | Fathers 


eal aasnoktiia hints Aeaaieaiet tones: akon Ri oe 7 
| 














| 
From— am From 
Be OO cesses 1 | 9 66 to 70 ; | 103 109 212 
36 to 40 41 45 || 71 to 75-..-- 31 37 68 
41 to 45_- 148 19 | 167 | 76 to 80___._._-] 11 10 21 
46 to 50..-- 236 69 | 305 || 81 to 85 | 5 3 8 
51 to 55........| 297 25 422 || re ag 1 1 
56 to 60._..._- 311 130 441 || —___—_—_ | —______| _— 
61 to 65.-_-- 186 128 | 314 || Total........| 1,377 636 12,013 
7 





| 


ied veered a. = at i haters Tinie initiate tiaatiatnial te eee 





1 The ages of 59 parents could not be determined. 
E, OTHER FINDINGS 


The survey of the 2,072 dependent parents, comprising 1,600 cases, 
resulted in other findings as follows: 


1. Number of dependent parents with dependents 


There were 307 cases of dependent parents having 1 or more minor 
children or other dependents. 


2. Average number of years death compensation received 


The dependent parents covered by this survey have received death 
compensation for an average of 9% years. (Those in receipt of com- 
pensation for less than 1 year were not included in the survey.) 


3. Employment and employability of dependent parents 

(a) There were 1,405 dependent parents unemployed; of these, 1,320 
parents stated they were unable to work; 76 stated they were able 
to work. Nine parents made no statement as to their ability to work. 

(6) There were 127 dependent parents employed full time. 

(c) There were 201 dependent parents employed part time. 

(d) There were 323 dependent parents retired. 
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4. Dependent parents in receipt of other VA payments 

Of the 2,072 dependent parents surveyed, about 51 perceat were 
receiving other VA payments. The average payment for the calendar 
year 1954 to these dependent parents was $642. 


5. Dependent parents receiving lump-sum Government insurance 
There were 136 cases of dependent parents who received lump-sum 
ayments of Government insurance for the death of the veteran, 
The average payment of lump-sum Government insurance to these 
136 parents was $3,796. 


6. Average number of nondependent children 


There were 1,469 cases of dependent parents having nondependent 
children. The average number of nondependent children in these 
1,469 cases was 3.7. 


7. Contributions by nondependent children not living in household of 
dependent parent(s) 

In 59 of the 1,469 cases, nondependent children not living in the 
household of dependent parent(s) contributed, during 1954, amounts 
ranging from $15 to $1,560 (for an average of $400 per case) to the 
parents’ support. Ranges of contribution for the 59 cases are shown 
in the following table: 


Num 

ber of 

Range of contribution: cases 
$15 to $250_ as Pera eee a a a a 29 

en aa oe Cater Gk val an calicoape ip teiaainan cada deren aba a 14 
I Nl 8 

ET I ea co aha a GGG “asin sv ern ws se wien ee nse eww tg oe 4 
a a a ne a adienmienomanmemipanrns 4 

Oa a reece a Ea En eine 59 

8. Dependent parents receiving amounts from persons living in same 


household 
In 174 cases the dependent parents reported receiving amounts 
during 1954 ranging from $60 to $3,120 from nondependent children, 
other relatives, and nonrelatives, residing in the same household. 
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EXHIBITS 





Exuisir No. 1 


Bodeet uresu No. 76-ROLU.2 
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION i) wor WaITE 1 Tens grace 
APPLICATION FOR DEATH COMPENSATION a 


BY DEPENDENT PARENT(S) 
(INCLUDING ACCRUED BENEFITS) 


IMPORTANT—Read Instructions before filling in form. All items must be 
answered fully or marked ‘‘Unknown.”’ 


2A. FULL NAME OF CLAIMANT (Mother or foster mother) eta a al 


3A. FULL NAME OF CLAIMANT (Father or foster father) 3B. DATE OF BIRTH 


4. RELATIONSHIP TO VETERAN 
([] sotner (] ratwer ([] roster worner 


5. MAILING ADORESS OF CLAIMANT Number ond street or rural route, or , come 
number and State) _ ae 





PART |-INFORMATION RELATING TO VETERAN i 
9. DATE OF DEATH 10. PLACE OF DEATH (See paragraph 6 of Instructions) 


SERVICE INFORMATION OF VETERAN 
LIST EACH PERIOD OF ACTIVE SERVICE (2 ts important to show all service numbers, (f known) 


T2. BRANCH OF SERVICE IN WHICH VETERAN SERVED (Check which) 
TI AIR MARINE COAST 
[ ] ARMY [ ) NAVY _} FoRcE CORPS, GUARD 


13A. ENTERED SERVICE 13B, SERVICE 43D. GRADE AND 


a r omen 


Seema ee ms 


14. iF VETERAN SERVED UNDER ANOTHER NAME, GIVE NAME AND PERIOD DURING WHICH HE SERVED 





TSA. WAS THE VETERAN A MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD OR UNDER YOUR PARENTAL CONTROL AT ALL TIMES | 15B. DATE PARENTAL CONTROL ENDED 
BEFORE HE REACHED 21 YEARS OF AGE? 


Oo yes O NO (/f “No,” complete 168, 15C, and 16D) eres 
1SC. REASON VETERAN WAS NOT A MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD OP UNDER YOUR PARENTAL CONTROL AT ALL TIMES BEFORE HE REACHED 21 YEARS OF AGE (Erplatn fully) 


1SD. NAME AND ADDRESS OF CACH PERSON WHO ASSUMED PARENTAL CONTROL OVER VETERAN AFTER DATE SHOWN IN ITEM 150 


IGA. WAS VETERAN SURVIVED BY 


0 widow ‘es CHILD UNDER 18 YCARS OF AGE O NEITHER (Complete (6B and 16C, f applicable) 


16B. MAME AND ADDRESS OF WIDOW OR CHILO 16C. HAS WIDOW REMARRIED? 


Cvs Cro 


VA FORM G.535 — Euisting stocks of VA Form #535, 16—67110-1 PAGE | 


JUN 1952 Oct 1946, will be used. Exhibit No, 1 = Page 1 of k 
11 
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Exuisit No. 1—Continued 


PART tI—iNFORMATION RELATING TO CLAIMANT 


17, DATE OF MARRIAGE TO YUUR LAST SPOUSE 18. ARE YOU LIVING WITH YOUR SPOUSE? 
O YES Oj NO (If No,” complete 19A of 10B and 19C) 


TSA, & SPOUSE IS DECEASED, GIVE DATE OF DEATH 198. DATE OF SEPARATION FROM YOUR SPOUSE 19C. AMOUNT YOUR SPOUSE CONTRIBUTES MONTHLY 


VALUE OF ALL PROPERTY, REAL AND PERSONAL, INCLUDING MONTY ON DEPOSIT IN THE BANK, AND STOCKS 


2A. DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 
OF PROPERTY 


VETERAN'S 
FATHER OR 


FOSTER 
FATHER 


Enter below the amount of income for the 12-month period immediately preceding the date of filling in this form, and the 
sources of such income. The term “income” means payments and benefits received from sources such as gross wages or 
salary (including amounts earned by members of the family under legal age), actual contributions to the family expenses by 
the adult members, amounts received from rent, interest, dividends, Social Security Act benefits, retirement pay, allotments 
and family allowances, net income from property owned or business operated, and payments of pension, compensation and 
insurance other than those made by the Veterans Administration. 


MEMBER OF 
FAMILY 


VETERAN'S 
MOTHER OR 
FOSTER 
MOTHER 


VETERAN'S 
FATHER OR 
FOSTER 
FATHER 





CLAIMANTS 
PRESENT 
SPOUSE 


Enter below the average monthly expenses for the 12-month period immediately preceding the date of filling in this form, 
and the purposes for which paid out. Include expenses for rent (or housing), home repairs, maintenance, clothing, 
medical cares, utilities, groceries, taxes, etc. 


MEMBER OF 228. AVERAGE 
So. rememnneomromen oP lias 


VETERAN'S 
MOTHER OR 
FOSTER 
MOTHER 











23. © EXPENSES EXCEED INCOME, STATE FROM WHAT SOURCE SUCH EXPENSES WERE MET 





3o—-67110-9 PAGE 2 


Exhibit No, 1 
Page 2 of k 
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Exursit No. 1—Continued 





PART 1—INFORMATION RELATING TO CLAIMANT (Continued) 
24. ARE THERE ANY PERSONS LIVING (N YOUR HOUSEHOLD DEPENDENT SOLELY UPON YOU FOR SUPPORT? 


OC) ws C0) wo cy Vee,” complete 254, 96B, 96C, and 96D) 






















2BA. HAS ANY FEE BEEN PAID OR WILL ANY FEE BE PAID TO ANY PERSON FOR ASSIST. 
ANCE IN THE PREPARATION OF THIS APPLICATION FORMT 


CO vs 


O NO (If“ Yes,” complete 283 and #8C) 





29. 1S THE ADDRESS SHOWN IN ITEM 5 THE ACTUAL HOME ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT? 


O ws 0 Ww. (2 “No,” explain why another address te weed) 






CERTIFICATE AND SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT 
I CERTIFY that the foregoing statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


31. SIGNATURE OF MOTHER, FOSTER MOTHER, GUARDIAN, OR NEXT FRIEND 


SIGNATURE OF FATHER, FOSTER FATHER, GUARDIAN, OR NEXT FRIEND 








WITNESSES TO SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT IF MADE BY “X” MARK 


Note.—Signature made by mark must be witnessed by two persons to whom the person making the statement is personally 
known, and the signatures and addresses of such witnesses must be shown below. 


36. SIGNATURE OF WITNESS 37. ADDRESS OF WITNESS 


PENALTY ~The ew oo Saar Freie Raat whenzer snaban eng statornent ot a material test, knowing it to be false, shall be punished by « fine of not wore than $1,000 or by 
not more year, or 


Exhibit No. 1 = Page3ofh 
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Exursir No. 


1—Continued 


INSTRUCTIONS—Read Very Carefully Before Filling in Form 


1. How To Fitt in THE APPLicATION.—All the in- 
formation required in this application must be furnished 
and the questions must be answered fully and clearly. If 
you do not know the answer to any question, state 
“Unknown.” If you need more space to answer any items, 
attach a separate sheet, indicating the item numbers to 
which the answers apply. After completing this form, 
it should be forwarded directly to the Veterans Adminis- 
tration. 


2. INCOMPETENTS.—If the person for whom claim is 
being made is incompetent, the application form should 
be filled in and filed by the legal guardian or, if no legal 
guardian has been appointed, it may be filled in and filed 
by some person acting as next friend. 


3. FOSTER MOYHER OR FaTHER—( Persons, including 
stepparents, who stood in the relationship of parent to the 
veteran).—If the claimant is not the natural or adoptive 
parent of the veteran but was the last person who stood in 
the relationship of parent to the veteran during his minority 
for a period of not less than 1 year prior to his entrance 
into the active military or naval service, the claimant will be 
required to complete VA Form 8-524 which will be fur- 
nished upon receipt of this application 

4. Evmence.—General 

(a) If you are unable to furnish with this application 
form any of the required evidence listed below, explain the 
reason on a separate sheet. 


(6) Evidence filed previously in the Veterans Adminis 
tration need not be filed in connection with this claim 


5. PROOF OF DEATH.—Death of a veteran in active serv- 
ice of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast 
Guard, or in a United States Government institution does 
not need to be proved-by a claimant. Otherwise, the claim 
ant should forward a copy of the public record of death, 
certified by the custodian of such records, or a duly certified 


©. ©. GOVERNMENT PaINTING OFfice 


copy of a coroner's report of death, or a verdict of a coroner's 
jury. 


6. Proor OF RELATIONSHIP OF NATURAL OR ADOPTIVE 
MOTHER oR FaTHER.—A copy of the public record of birth 
or church record of baptism showing the date of birth of 
the veteran and names of the parents and certified by the 
custodian of such records should be furnished. If neither 
of the records mentioned is obtainable, it is not necessary 
to establish one for the purpose of this claim. Instead, 
you should submit the affidavit of the attending physician 
or midwife or the affidavits of two persons who have per- 
sonal knowledge of the facts, showing the date of birth and 
the names of the parents, and explaining the afhant's means 
of knowledge of the facts to which he testifies. If the vet- 
eran was an adopted child, a copy of the court order of 
adoption, certified by the custodian of the court cccord, 
should be furnished. 


7. ORGANIZATIONS AND ATTORNEYS.—The claimant 
may be represented, without charge, by an accredited rep- 
resentative of any organization recognized by the Adminis- 
trator of Veterans Affairs. The claimant also has the 
right to be represented by an attorney or agent who has been 
admitted to practice before the Veterans Administration, 
but the employment of such. attorney or agent is unneces- 
sary, as the Veterans Administration is pleased to give all 
information and assistance that may be reasonably required 
to establish rights of claimants. An agent or attorncy who 
has been admitted to practice before the Veterans Admin- 
istration, and has filed a power of attorney in a claim may 
receive for his services from the proceeds of an award a fee 
not exceeding $10 in an original claim for compensation or 
pension, and a fee of $2 in a claim for increase of such 
benefits. No fee is allowable for services in a claim for 
accrued compensation or pension. The solicitation or re- 
ceipt of a fee, except as provided by law, constitutes a penal 
offense. 


10~—07116-3 
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88 SURVEY OF FINANCIAL STATUS OF DEPENDENT PARENTS 


Exuipsit No. 3.—IJncome range (all VA payments excluded)—calendar year 1954, 
1,003 1-dependent-parent cases 











Income range Number of parents | Number of cases 
” ee os ee eer neo eee ae ee a rl Ses. eo 
of Laas | without | With dependents 
From— To— | Mother} Father | Total uses | depend- | | 
| ents 1] 2 3 | 4 5 
ee a ee or a roe r “| 3 | * e Perera ens 
$0 2 a oo ~camhate 804 | 117 921 91. 824 | 844 | 56 | 14 3 2 2 
can | $1,800_- > 42 | 5 7 | 4. 686 34 9 1 1 1 1 
$1,801. ete $2,340... nil 16 1 17 1. 695 13 2 i | 1 1 
$2'341_.___. $2, 880 _- 9 2 il 1.097 | 4 @b5.11 
$2,881 ___. mbes DAs sensu a 2 2 4 . 399 2 | ~--} 1 1 ue 
ca eS $3, 960 | 2 2 . 199 | Se teens oe 
ss cain< Gb dncaBeus totus 1 1 100 | 1 | ---| ne Shige 
} ———_—__—_  —— — le - —_—— a a 
Total | cene-sn-------| 875] 128 | 1,008 | 100.000 | 902 71 | 16; 6| 4] 4 








Nore.—The initial income range of $1,260 or less, and subsequent range increases of $540, is used since in 
1-parent cases if the annual income is $1,260 or less (computed as VA Regulations prescribe, see pp. 2 and 3 
of this report) the parent is presumptively dependent; the $1,260 limitation is increased $540 for each minor 
child or other dependents of the parent. Based on these income limitations there were 937 cases of pre- 
sumed dependency. (See table No. 5, p. 6 of report.) 


Exuisit No. 4.—Income range (all VA payments excluded)—calendar year 1954, 
472 2-dependent-parent cases 























Income range Number of cases 
Total | Percent | 
number | of 472 Without With dependents 
From— To— of cases cases depend- bee 

as i1j}218 | 4|5|6|7 
at sienna nnn iene iret lite cade lai SUSU Stell Dn 
$0 a $2, 100_____ 404 | 85. 593 306 | 52} 24/11] 5| 5] 1|-.. 
cnc nelle $2,640____- . 25 5. 297 14 6 4 SE Leaiecwalocuats«se 
Rinne es eal Se « akin ~ oe 20 4. 237 14 3 2 So. . aoa. «aeetese 
tt = venient SER eu ereWa aaa 10 2.119 7 SO totdeescsbes de OS ekelooks 
I Sin nc aw atesie $4,260___ ey 4 | . 847 1 een $ | a 

i contines of, coe codes ane 5 1. 059 1 a ccc Mr 2 1 1 . 
$5,255.._. <a 4D ccdefindieeiet thbuceanntl 1 aOR Waiskiemeimaini ica BS Budadiincnaihcda biden Ban 
I 35. calibini ‘ ed : 1 | 212 stl dat soaks aoe edetiee 1 

$5,865....._-- aol PDE sed 1 . 212 1 A peg eens ee 3 
$6,250....._.- cs 1 | 212 belle ba tied ili 1 
seca sails > —| Sas 
Total inal onacdndegh cali | 472 | 100.000 343 rie | 5 9 . 2 

| | ' 





Nore.—The initia! income range of $2,100 or less, and subsequent range increases of $540 is used since 
in 2-parent cases if the annu 1 income is $2,100 or less (computed as VA Regulations prescribe, see pp. 2 and 
3 of this report) the parent is presumptively d: pendent; the $2,100 limitation is increased $540 for wah minor 
child or other dependents of the parent. B sed on these income limitations there were 424 cases of pre- 
sumed dependency. (See table No. 5, p. 6 cf report.) ; 
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Exursirt No. 5.—Income range (all VA payments excluded) calendar year 1954, 
125 dependent parents of 125 parent-spouse cases 


Number of cases 




















Income range Number of parents Per- a — ——————— 
cent , | . 
With- With dependents 
of 125 out de- RE SR ial 
cases | pend- ee 
From— To— Mother | Father | Total ents |} 1/2/;3/4/)5)|6)|7 
| oe | 
snip aaleieancedicshd daniel ns hnciinl Conicemataiad si I a 
pi a $1,900._..... 72 45 17| 986} 48/52) 7/ 1) 4| 3) 1) 12 
con $1,800....--- l 3 Gh Retacnd SL. iceie dined 
TA iva cocdee atin Suid batnaiiannetirls 1 1 FY Bi Retesdtiengilsdckdbstealoenaieanee 
SE irtmem $2,980.......|......-.. 1 SS: aaah eiiesbecked 5 teicaisacabatestnere 
es soicianaies GAP a nicimnnhinebondot 1 1 Oe Raceinnididee DB henchssctlocialencuieceahee 
GE iikintinetindconncesnewcitedhintiqunenies 1 1 DP Rpaen-weig ares D Dicleidinncalkdesiditentdiiins 
Total. paialashapiiicisaty | 73 2 | 125 | 100.0 48/87) 8| 2 5} 3; 1) 1 





! | 








Norte.—The initial income range of $1,260 or less, and subsequent range increases of $540 is used since in 
1-parent cases if the annual income is $1,260 or less (oomputed as VA Regulations prescribe, see pp. 2 and 3 
of this report) the parent is presumptively dependent; the $1,260 limitation is increased $540 for each minor 
child or other dependents of the parent. Based on these income limitations there were 122 cases of pre- 
sumed dependency. (See table No. 5, p. 6 of report.) 
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